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Prof. James A. Diamond- “Love Is as Strong as Death”: Love of God vs Love of Fellow
Center for Judaic and Inter-Religious Studies, Shandong University

(1) Ahav (root for love) appears 248 times; 47 of them expressing human love; 40% occur in Song of Songs
-Relationships= all facets including parental , fraternal, sexual, conjugal
Commandments= love of God, of fellow citizens, and of the ger, the alien resident

(2) Creation Story #1- Gen. 1
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27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He
them. 28 And God blessed them; and God said unto them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that creepeth upon the earth.'

(3) Creation Story #2- Gen. 2
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. 23 And the man said: 'This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.' 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife, and they shall be one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

(4) Only 2 instances of cleaving (davaq) pairing with the root for love (ahav) in context of human beings
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Shechem’s soul cleaved to Dinah , Jacob's daughter, and he was in love with the maiden

b) Intermarriage) n°17¥ NNTR NPINY N1PARM AYID N2 DRI M2AT N1PI01 D°WI 2R 7270 770 (R) XY P9 X 0°991
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Solomon married many foreign women and “cleaved to them to love them.”

(5).All other combinations of love and cleaving arise in the context of the mandated ideal relational
paradigm between human beings and God-
Deut. 11:22- 19377 222 n25%% 027778 P1° DX 720K7 ANWY? DONK 7182 221K WK DRI TI¥AT 99 DR 1172W0 0w X 0

27272 For if ye shall diligently keep all this commandment which I command you, to do it, to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all His ways, and to cleave unto Him,

-30:20- 12 7IP2791 9P vAw® TRR PIPY DR 727RY to love the LORD thy God, to hearken to His voice, and to cleave unto Him; for
that is thy life

-Joshua 22:5- 12 7p2721 1P MEn 2w 19977 922 N2%91 02798 PI° DR 727X Only take diligent heed to do the
commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, to love the LORD your God, and to
walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments, and to cleave unto Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with
all your soul.’

(6) a)Akedah=First time ahav (love) mentioned in Tanakh = Abraham/Isaac= parental love (2) 2> 75 n°wXM2
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"Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt-offering

b)Other possible love relationships in Abraham'’s life eliminated:

1)Father- divine directive to leave his father's house (Gen. 12:1).

2)Wife (Sarah)- 79232 *wo1 0 m 7112w °% 20 3917 DR DR K1 K (3°) 20 P9 PwRN2:

3)Wife and son- Ishmael & Hagar- Expels them to the desert- on% np>1 9222 07728 2w (7°) XD PO WK
W 7977 DRI 7200 DY W AT 9X 100 291 nam

¢)End of Akedah- Gen. 22
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11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said: 'Abraham, Abraham." And he said: 'Here
am I.' 12 And he said: 'Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him; for now I know that
thou art a God-fearing man, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me." ..." 19 So Abraham
returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba

(7) Love in King David Narrative

Loves for David:

i)Saul 1Sam16:21-0°75 Rw31 17 573°) TRA 112K 1107 Y™ 2IRW PR 717 X2

And he loved him very much and made him one of his arms bearers
ii)Population-1Sam18:16- 071°19% X271 R¥ X7 °D 717 DR 2R 7717 2RI HI)

And all of Israel and Judah loved David for he marched at their head

iii)Michal (Saul’s daughter)1Sam18:20;28 717 nX 2RW N2 927 278N

And Michal daughter of Saul loved him

iv)Royal court-1Sam18:22-7127% 172y 5

And all his courtiers love you [David]

v)Jonathan (Saul’s son and crown prince)1Sam18:1-1w515 JN117° 12X 7T WHI 7RI 10T woH And
Jonathan's soul became bound with David's and Jonathan loved David as himself
20 27R W51 NAIR °2 WK IN2TRI TIT DR YAWn? NN 0™

vi)God- 2Sam12- 12nx pp°

2)1Sam17:38-1w IR w221 WK DY W1 2P 1031 VT NT DR IRW WA
And Saul clad David with his apparel, and he put a helmet of brass

upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail.
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And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and
gave it to David, and his apparel, even to his sword, and to his
bow, and to his girdle.

c)31:6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-

bearer, and all his men, that same day together.
d)2Sam6:23- nnmn ar 7y 720 a2 o0 8?2 7Rw na 92°n- And Michal the daughter of Saul bore no children until the
day she died.

(8) nm ws (R319™) m27 2w 1w — Midrash- Shir HaShirim Rabbah
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For love is as strong as death- this is the love of Jonathan for David as it says and Jonathan loved David as
himself

9)Love of God

D22 PPN MM’ NN NIADN) 5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all

' N1y TV * thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
TINRIN Y29 7232 might

King Josiah= single example 2Kings 23:25

_ .‘\’)B ‘[5)3 1’29? ’_‘ZD'Nb ﬂﬂD;} 25 And like unto him was there no king before him,
V92522 1227-522 MIN-ON AV that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with
VN NIM 95 3TRND3) all his soul, and with all his might, according to all
' TjAR DP.-Nb ,1"‘11'\72%'1. the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any



like him.

(10) Song of Songs 7:6-14
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6 Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm; for love is
strong as death, jealousy is cruel as the grave; the flashes thereof are
flashes of fire, a very flame of the LORD. 7 Many waters cannot
quench love, neither can the floods drown it; if a man would give all
the substance of his house for love, he would utterly be contemned...14
Run away, my beloved, and be thou like to a gazelle or to a young hart
upon the mountains of spices.

a)On the term nna:
Always means “a hasty movement away from something

Others= “flee with me; flee to me; return to me; run away from the
companions

b)-The lover is compared to a gazelle like 2:9, 17.= Reshef a west
semitic deity was a gazelle god represented by gazelles on its
forehead; uprooting crops.

-Reshef= 12 p1op 2% P9 027 Deut 32:24
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The Wastlng of hunger and the devouring of the ﬁery bolt (reshef), and bitter
destruction; and the teeth of beasts will I send upon them, with the venom of crawling
things of the dust.

c)Azah & Kashah=Gen 49:7 — cursing Shimon and Levis’
=’cursed be their anger so fierce and their wrath so relentless™

d)Jealousy= Soteh= Num. 5: 14-30=Torat hagenaot; ruach ginah



e)mayim rabbim=

75 P10 R P9 YRpi Ez. 1:24
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And when they went, | heard the noise of their wings like the noise
of great waters, like the voice of the Almighty

2 P09 P YRp1 Ezekiel 43:2
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17227 and, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east; and His
voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth did shine with His glory.

f) Seal= Gen 38:18= Judah
AN YR VID--’_’:‘ o ,j)gN’] 18 And he said: 'What pledge shall | give thee?' And she
TV TN TRNN MNP said: ‘Thy seal and thy cord, and thy staff that is in thy
’U’?B N':m_ ,-]?_133?1_;:[‘_[23 YN hand.' And he gave them to her, and came in unto her,
' ' 35 9. and she conceived by him.

m P00 X0 o x ovovn Kings name 1Kings 21:8

03"0331 AR D\-’-)::l D’_-)QP_ :lJ'DJ'l 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and
IN,(D9D) DMI9DN NQYNIINNNA sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters

395932 UN DIINN-HN) D310 unto the elders and to the nobles that were in
T MNN ,b’l\’):’ﬁ. his city, and that dwelt with Naboth.

n oo 1 o anox Esther 8:8
21V DYTINN-DY IAND DRNN) 8 Write ye also concerning the Jews, as it liketh
nyava mnm'?[bbn Dwa D9>ydya You. in the king's name, and seal it with the
Sy s T F O 2 Foking's ring; for the writing which is written in the
5[?@0_-0\.’.)3 ANAYN INID _i?[?@t' king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may
YNNI PR-T29D DYV OINM). no man reverse.”
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1 1) a)“Last night I dreamt about you. What happened in detail I can hardly remember, all I know is that

we kept merging into one another, I was you, you were me. Finally you somehow caught fire.” Franz
Kafka, Letters to Milena

b)
Had to go crazy to love you
Had to let everything fall
Had to be people | hated
Had to be no one at all

Leonard Cohen, Crazy to love You

Y our faith was strong but you needed proof

You saw her bathing on the roof

Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew ya
She tied you to a kitchen chair

She broke your throne, and she cut your hair
And from your lips she drew the hallelujah

Leonard Cohen, Halelujah



James A Diamond- Names of God
Shandong University: Center for Judaic & Inter-Religious Studies

“Here a wealthy sanctuary of the most treasured religious ideas and doctrines is opened to us, which invites entrance to all who want to come
nearer to God. Nowhere is the creative genius of the pious scribes more at its best than in this long list.” (A. Marmorstein, The Old Rabbinic
Doctrine of God: The Names and Attributes of God, 13)

1)Exod. 3:13-14

(DX Mk NP AT STNAR DX INYY DMK NN DAY MK HXIW M279K K2 "DIX NiN DNYXNTON NYN 0K (3
(029K aNYw MK YR 1229 RN N2 MK NN WK K NPRTOX DY R (T

When | tell the Israelites the God of your fathers sent me and they ask me what is His name what
should I tell them? God said Ehyeh asher Ehyeh Tell the Israelites Ehyeh sent me to you

2)a0 anthropomorphic, anthropopathic God is “the God of practically all the Hebrew, and Aramaic, and some of
the Greek, Jewish literature of antiquity”(eg.-Gen. 6- observes certain developments ensuing from his original
creation such as pervasive human wickedness (Gen 6:5); consequently regrets that creation (ibid); is deeply
saddened by it (6:6); impulsively reacts by intending to eradicate every living product of that original plan
(6:70;restrains himself from acting on that impulse after experiencing some pleasure from a singular
exception to human evil (6:8)

b)Rashi- nroon Www maywa ony ik wx e msa ony x| will be with them in this crisis as | will be with
them in future oppressive times.

Vs

C) Maimonides- all other divine names except the Tetragrammaton, “derive from actions.”

“All the names of God, may He be exalted, that are to be found in any of the books derive from
actions. There is nothing secret in this matter. The only exception is one name: namely, Yod, He,
Vav, He. This is the name of God, may He be exalted, that has been originated without any
derivation, and for this reason it is called the articulated name. This means that this name gives a
clear unequivocal indication of His essence, may He be exalted. He, May He be exalted, has no name
that is not derivative except the name having four letters, which is the articulated name. This name is not
indicative of an attribute but of simple existence and nothing else. Now absolute existence implies that He shall
always be, | mean He who is necessarily existent. (Guide I: 61)

Vs d)Nahmanides
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""We have an authentic tradition, in accordance with which the whole of the Torah consists of divine names, namely in the manner in which the
words, which we can read there, can be divided up in very varied ways, and namely into (esoteric) names ... In the Aggadic assertion, that the
Torah was originally written with black fire upon white fire, we have a clear confirmation of our own opinion that the version as written down
was a continuous script without verbal divisions; for this reason it was possible to read it as a series of (esoteric) names as well as a history in the
traditional manner and a series of commandments. Thus it happened that the Torah was handed to Moses in a form in which the division into words also
suggested that it be read as a series of divine commandments. Simultaneously, however, it was transmitted to him orally in such a way that it could be read
as a series of names."

3) Exod. 6:3-nn% 'nyTi 8% pip? "pxa Tw Hxa 2pyON pRgox nmax-ox xwi- | appeared to Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob with EI Shaddai but I did not make myself known to them by my name YHVH
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I was not familiar to them by the characteristic of emet (truth) for which my name stands, trusted to
keep my word for | promised them and did not yet fulfill the promise.

4)i) x ;oo x p1o mwx1a nwne nwxa ' Names= Compromise for the sake of creation
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ii) Thrusting "Truth" to ground for the sake of creating humankind- n nuno nwxaa npne (xa5m) N2 vk
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Emet (Truth) protested 'Do not create the world for it is full of falsehood'...What did God do in
response. He thrust Emet to the ground and created the world.

3) Yehei Shemeh Rabbah (May His Name be great)= Completing an incomplete name

a)""117 7 Phnaya 2 aanon L, 00 5y 7 00 R Exod. 17:16= And God swears by His throne to wage a perpetual battle
against Amalek
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God's name and throne remain incomplete as long as Amalek exists.

b)-Kaddish (Berakhot 3a)
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“when Israel enters synagogues and study halls and answers in the kaddish prayer, May His great name
be blessed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, shakes His head and says: Happy is the king who is thus
praised in his house How great is the pain of the father who exiled his children, and woe to the children
who were exiled from their father’s table.”

c)zorekh gavoha (needs of the higher world) = notion of divine need was one aspect of constructing an
accessible, living, interactive God in place of the sterile God of the philosophers.”

d) R. Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin (19t C- Lithuania)
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maman v ane wwx xer= ENyeh is tentative; obscure; conditional on the addressees
of the name; | will conduct myself with whatever strength Israel affords me!

e) R. Abraham Isaac Kook“l am saturated with love for God (elohim). I know that what | seek, what |
love, cannot be called by any name (shem). How could that which is greater than everything
(hakol), greater than the good (hatov), greater than the essence (hamahut), greater than being
(hahavayah) be called by a name? Yet I love, and I still say I love God (elohim). The limitless (ein
sof) light inhabits the expression of the name, the expression of elohim, and all the names and
sobriquets that the human heart conceives and contemplates as the soul ascends higher and
higher.”

SK, 1:164, p.66. X7 TR .OW DW2A RIPIIPIR IR OIRW 77, WP OIRW 720 Y717 IR .0OT9RD 72K K90 OIR
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4) Halakhic



a) Greeting= Rabbinic decree to use the name of God in greetings (m Berakhot 9:5)
INXM DND NN X2 V2 NN (2 N1N) MK D2 102N DY NIX ORI DTX XY 12'pNN
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“They made an enactment that people should greet each other [literally, that one shall inquire after the peace of his
friend] with the Name [of God], as it says, ‘And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the harvesters, ‘God
be with you’, and they said to him, ‘God bless you’ (Ruth 2:4). And it says, ‘God is with you, great and valorous one’
(Judg. 6:12).”

bMakkot 23b- Upper Court endorsed the lower court

,N22N Xpn [N 19K],0T DY NYyn SY 721D 0Mm NN Sy T"A 1wy DNAT NwHY
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b) Spousal harmony= Name erased for its sake- (bSukkah 53b)
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God places such a premium on the spousal relationship as to allow his name to be erased for its sake.

5) a)Melekh Ravitch- Yiddish Poet (survivor) (1893-1976) Ani Maamin
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And the first word in these new tablets of the law, final tablets,
washed and purified in Jewish blood,

will also be “anokhi” [I am] but not Y-H-V-H

Odem [human being] will be that word- the second.

b) Leonard Cohen (Canada- d. 2016)- You Want it Darker

Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name

Vilified, crucified, in the human frame

A million candles burning for the love that never came
You want it darker

We Kkill the flame




James A. Diamond-Aaron’s Sons: The First Debate over Religious Martyrdom
Center for Judaic and Inter-Religious Studies, Shandong University

1) Lev 9:23-10:3

[OYFP278 M TIA0 RO DYTTN 19020 IR T 208N TN Ay X3

Moses and Aaron then went inside the Tent of Meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people; and the
Presence of the Lord appeared to all the people.

DIV 973N BYTY2 XY D0R700°NKY AGVITIN T2TT0Y 2ORM A1) "3970 W R¥m

Fire came forth from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat parts on the altar. And all the
people saw, and shouted, and fell on their faces.

NN M NG R T R T 2397 2390 NER Ry w0 WR 132 300 iR R R 233 RS mpn

Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense on it; and they offered
before the LORD alien fire, which He had not enjoined upon them.

[ 2397 AN DRIX YORM MM 3070 WR K¥Mm

And fire came forth from the LORD and consumed them; thus they died at the instance of the LORD.

VIR O TARN YT 970V WIRK Y32 XY | M 127U R TNTIR i )

Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD meant when He said: Through those near to Me I show Myself
holy, And gain glory before all the people.” And Aaron was silent.

2)Lev 16:1-3

AN M9 BNATR3 TN 232 "3W IR IR AYRTIN M 13

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when they drew too close to the
presence of the LORD.

~9¥ RN 13Y3 02 N X7 TINTTY WK 17527 219708 19797 Man WIRTTIR NYTI22 XX PR TIANTIN 2T APhnon Aim axh
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The LORD said to Moses: Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come at will into the Shrine behind the curtain, in
front of the cover that is upon the ark, lest he die; for | appear in the cloud over the cover.

[T 2] DRYT? 12713 123 WIRTTON 1IN K3 NN]R

With this only shall Aaron enter the Shrine: with a bull of the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.—

3)Numerous “sins” attributed to the sons. (for a list of 12 Shinan article)(listed in Pesiqta derav Kahana)

Q) a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. “When are they going to move on and we’ll take their place” (San. 52a)
(i) 121 19% Ad'7n - they decided law in front of Moses

(iii) |" "inw- they were drunk

(iv) entered the Holy of holies

(v) brought something they weren’t commanded to

(vi) brought coals from a stove and not from altar
(vii) didn’t consult each other
(viii)  didn’t wash their hands and feet
(ix) weren’t wearing the prescribed priestly clothes
(x) weren’t married
(xi) were childless
(xii) they “feasted their eyes” on the shekhinah
Keli Yegar:- R. Shlomoh Ephraim Luntschitz (1550-1619) on Lev 10:1:

.Onn MY 90 wonon a1 Xpn A This verse controverts all of these interpretations.

4) Pesikta deRav Kahana nya sanx - 12 XpoD (2712%71%2) K172 317 Rnpoes
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R. Zera commenced with the verse Because of this, too, my heart quakes, And leaps from its place. Job 37:1...
Job said ‘are not Aaron’s sons worth as much as a stick? Aaron’s stuff entered dry and came out moist, the evil Titus
entered the Holy of Holies and tore the curtains and went out in peace and Aaron’s sons entered to bring sacrifices and
went out burnt??



5)Rashi on Lev 10:3 Moses as Prophet
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“Where did He [God] speak this?*And there | will meet with the children of Israel; and [the Tent] shall be sanctified
by My glory (29:43). Do not read it by My glory, but rather by My glorified ones. Moses said to Aaron, “Aaron , my
brother, I knew that the House would be sanctified by those intimate with God, and | believed it would be either by me
or you, but now I see that they [Aaron’s sons] are greater than both you and I.” And Aaron was rewarded for his
silence. What was the reward he received? God addressed him confidentially...\When God punishes the righteous He
becomes feared, exalted, and acclaimed.”

VS

i)Moses Nahmanides (Ramban) Moses as Theologian

nawn (T X N97AR) °2% OV *IX 0727 ,79K 932 MR MIATM,1ITT P PN P, DW 937 09,77 937 TIX PR 0w 1173 YT
XOW ,WTPR 221702 127 IR INRY QWA A WK RIT AT PR WA IR 73N, (R3 70 aw) 1127 R PITR 129 AWK AN 191 7 awnn
POW XY, 2992 11912 AW, 10WNA TIAD D231 PPW 720K OV 93 210 931, Nt DR 10

In my opinion there is no need for this [Rashi's derash] for 'God's speech” refers to his decrees, his thoughts, and the
way He acts, and “speaking” signifies all of these like I spoke with my heart (Eccles.1:16)meaning | thought this;
similarly Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be a wife to your master'’s son, as the LORD has
spoken.” (Gen 24:51). So said Moses, this circumstance is what God decreed saying to His heart | am sanctified with
my holy ones, that they wont barge into my sanctum, and | am dignified in front of the nation so that they will act with
dignity in my abode...For he was crying loudly and then suddenly silenced himself.

il)Rashbam (Rashi's grandson) Moses as Poseq (Rabbinic Decisor)

WIPR 21792 177 02T WK RIT T2 IR IR WK T D277 03,7718 72 2700 2RI 7920 DRI DARNN 9K - TR O 1w nRn

1 IRTI2 NTIAVA 192K 1IN 2ONR 112 AR, I0W 7120 3T - 720K Vi 90 710 Hyvthis is when Moses said to Aaron: “do not
mourn nor weep, and do not desist from carrying on with your priestly duties; 1 am telling you what | am saying in the
name of G’d Who has said: w7pX *217p2, [ want to be sanctified by the High Priests, the ones who are “near” to Me and
who perform the service for Me. | do not want that they should desecrate My name and My holy service by letting
their private concerns take precedence.” Moses added that G’d had specifically given him instructions concerning
such events as had just happened by saying (Leviticus 21,10-12)this is the “honour” accorded to G’d’s Presence that
even when one sees one’s sons dying one ignores one’s personal grief and continues with the service to one’s Creator.
X2 92K 2201 217 PIRT "N 79312 Y TAMA DR TAn A2 2337 QTR 12 :ORPIPA 2703 19w ,2ARNT KDY 792 KDY IM9ARA - 1IAR 217
nwyn.

1R 217, he desisted from his mourning, did not weep and did not perform rites of the mourning

2 MRW 2¥ IARD WH VAN 7Y NVAIRY TTART 2R 0IWD NNMARY 701 1 .N1927Y 2aARNT7 OXI10 AW TR0 - 21701 IR0 X

WY Wi 13"3ap0 AR 17 901 VWO 9D a1 PR, 70T 1an DT DA YTN PWIY ,ANK I IR IR NI 71207 - 71202 wIp 1Mapn
022w 0°917A7 IR 019212 - own 25?1 He desisted from what he wanted to do to mourn and cry. And this is the meaning
of the text. But the midrash that he comforted him with God's words that is not the peshat- is it possible that God told
Moses to build a tabernacle and on that very same day the greatest among you will die??

6) The term “silent” (dom; dmm)

a)Terror and dread descend upon them, through the might of Your arm they are “stilled” as stone Tn91 7nn°% D77y 250
1282 W7 W7 7732 (Exod. 15:16).

b)The prophet Amos employs it as a reaction to utter moral chaos and a systemically corrupt society (5:13) - thus the
prudent man is “silent,” for it is an evil time ( 137 107 WW2 0°31aRI 93 MPY PPTX 21X D NRVA DM DPYWD 0°27 NYT 0 (0
R Y Ny P 0T X°ga Ny pin.


http://mg.alhatorah.org/Tehillim/68#36
http://mg.alhatorah.org/Tehillim/68#36
http://mg.alhatorah.org/Tehillim/68#36
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.21.10-12

¢jSeptuagint-and Aaron was pricked in his heart; was shocked
7) Martyrdom glorifies God

a)Philo-- "De Allegoriis Legum," ii. 15, ed. Cohn and Wendland, p. 101

Nadab and Abihu, who approached God and gave up mortal life in order to receive immortality, were naked; that is, "
"they broke every bond connecting them with mortal needs and passions

b) X 7y 11 77] N SR nwAap (X1p*) 3 719 9A] Zohar

199 2WAN" POX R1PITET NANNM POYNR RIT T2 RWTIP IR ,ORIWOT NP7 7193 M 77 1107 2907 X112 1K 12T RNWID KT 9N
7227 XY PIYW 1IN NIPRY R AR 11277 NAIP° KD RMIZA2 P PRIWT RIAT 73 11°IN07T ,19°°58 RIDIZ R °RI2 PIAIP 172790 1INR 198D
77°°9Y 9950 TR °32 °INT K197 177 R X2

The deaths of the righteous atone.

c) John 12:28- Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, [saying], | have both glorified
[it], and will glorify [it] again

8) Lev 10:16-20:
SRR DN TR "3 0ROV YRRy AXRT Al A3 Ayn WoT W7 nRena vyl | XY Then Moses inquired about the

goat of sin offering, and it had already been burned! He was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons,
and said,

T 397 O2Y 1937 TIYT MY DRWY 097 103 | AR R DOWTR, W R WIPT aiph2 IRYmITNY aR7aRX? »in “Why did
you not eat the sin offering in the sacred area? For it is most holy, and He has given it to you to remove the guilt of the
community and to make expiation for them before the LORD.

PIME R WTR2 ANK 17IXA D3R %30 WpaToR ART-nN X2377XY 17 Since its blood was not brought inside the
sanctuary, you should certainly have eaten it in the sanctuary, as I commanded.”

T Y3 20 O NG RN AR "D MR AYT 37 BV NN DANYA-NN A2 0P 1 7¢RTo8 1aN "2 And
Aaron spoke to Moses, “See, this day they brought their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and
such things have befallen me! Had I eaten sin offering today, would the LORD have approved?”

D) [PV 201 A yawm) And when Moses heard this, he approved.

9)Sifra (Shemini 1:2)
Dibbur is a term that indicates harshness
aWNaY 079K AV 277 IR R TV 17‘07 ROR 71277 PN o bR TAR 72T (T)

10)Rashbam

X 112 7IR2 DRI TN TN I712V7 072 193N 1PMIATP 2127 VIR 12200 17 017 X257 32 DY NOXP 17 (IR MK 1
292 ANPTY 792 7219V NANT 2NN 72700 9PN 3T 01°2 2OWTR WP DW NRUA PN TR - 798D NI TIRIPNLANTA
nnon. This is why Aaron remonstrated with Moses. asking why he was angry at his sons seeing that both he and his
sons had offered the mandatory offerings of their consecration rites. Seeing that while engaged in such a holy pursuit
fate had dealt him such a blow, how could he be expected to eat, i.e. enjoy, other sacred meats of a permanent
character, not part of his inaugural rites. His enjoyment of this day had already been spoiled! The thought is echoed
in Gittin 7917 29p2 AP 792 1YY, “a bride who committed adultery while still next to her wedding canopy has
indeed been humbled.”

11) Rashi
AYRY RS ik wia ¥9) A7y av (R"p oonan):

11y2 20 AND IT WAS PLEASING IN HIS EYES — He admitted his error and was not ashamed to do so, by saying
(instead of admitting it) “I have not heard a statement (from God regarding this)", but rather he said, “I have heard, but
I forgot it” (Sifra, Shemini, Chapter 2 12;Zevachim 101b).


https://www.sefaria.org/Gittin.36a
https://www.sefaria.org/Zevachim.101a
https://www.sefaria.org/Zevachim.101b

James A. Diamond-Do We all Believe in the Same God
Shandong University: Center for Judaic & Inter-Religious Studies

1. Danger of God’s Manifestations Leading to Belief in Many Deities

(a) Pesikta deRav Kahanas xpes xim0 297 ®npses (Midrashic collection composed 5th-7thC)
'MW M2 n ARDI, JPTD DROIT NP2 00 AR ,IN T 19I0D 102 07 ARIN ,AA00N W MR 2°2 RIT N2 WITPN 10 IR 000
TA9R 0" 92IR 10AW RIT IR ,07W RIT IR ROR L7727 NIATI MR ORI QDKW 22w1 8D X7 N2 WI1Tpa 10 BR M

Since God appears to them in many different forms- at the sea like a warrior, at Sinai like a scribe
teaching Torah, in Daniel's time like an old man, in Solomon's like a young man, God says [don't be
misled by the fact] that you perceive me in many different forms, I am the one at the sea, | am the one
at Sinai, | am the Lord your God.

(b) RASHI (N. France 1040-1105) on Exod. 20:2

LRI L7290 mbwp Py Paw 5% IR 727 .0%7 YY) 0vXnn TPRRXYT AR R OIIR LT DWW DY 1ARND DR MIRINA 7INWR 2R PRI
T 71277 AP 1IRRN DR LPINT 1) DR 1) mmn ¥aTRn PR R ,mpa ik (u poo o) Since | change in appearance
do not think that there are two powers...another explanation is do not think there are many powers since
there are sounds from all directions.

2. Is the ""First Commandment’ a Commandment?

(@ NAHMANIDES (RAMBAN 1194-1270 Girona,Spain/lIsrael) on Exod. 20:2

NRD ,PATP AN M2 ,007 29K KA, W 00 00K W aNIN MIEN 771,71 001K MR LAWY MR AT 27T - TA9R 100K (3 - 2
°D.,Y5ma 5Y1 MIRRAT DY 70 QWi anRET 0D ,O°7%7A PARD TPARYIT AWK MR MR YL Nw ,D.T? 27N XM ,ﬂ‘713"1 Yon2 Son n
L, 5V 70 oM ,n‘m*n 5y 7m ,120n 727 7Inw» X2 27w MnTp ay °2 ,wIna Sy N an ,OWnN 1IRXY 1201 Anawa2Y Ay T2
79K 922 2T YT an D STPRRYNT AWK QY0 AN LYORA 502 °1md PR °2 ¥7n M2ava ('f’ 6] 17’3]'7) AARY M2

Anokhi- This is a mitzvah...bringing them out of Egypt proves divine existence and will for with His
knowledge and providence we went out; and it also proves creation because if the world was eternal
nature would never change, and it proves His power, and the power proves His unity {uniqueness}

(b) Bahag(9thC) (*an x1'j7 jyvnw) Rabbi Shimon Qayara
WHR INIR VTIAW YN IMRTEAA TIART AR WY RO 12032 IR MWD 1170V AW 79907 PMITA ROR NI1¥R 390N 7In PRY MoLan hvatw

WA 73 KD MIXAT 1T I WM WY KT IPPY? Arown 1933 o'nown mmxa. Only the decrees prohibiting
and mandating action are counted in the 613 whereas belief in Gods existence made known to us by
signs and miracles and revelation of the shekhina in front of our eyes is the foundation and principle
from which all the commandments are generated is not counted.

(c) MAIMONIDES (i) Mishneh Torahsmns »7ies nio®r Laws of the Foundations of the Torahl:1
NNRRA K2R XA XD D1 7327 PIR QA0 DORXAIT 997 ,REA1 7 R¥nD RITY,PIWRT 180 QW WO ¥7°7 DWdmT 7y Mo 7100

wxni. Foundations of all foundations and pillar of all sciences is to know that there is a primary
Being...

67r9x "1 o33x mRaw Awy mn 127 nym, Knowledge of this is a positive commandment as it states “T am the
Lord your God

3. What Kind of God do Jews Believe In?

i) Maimonides- Mishneh Torah Foundations 1 j» 7nX 17I7°2 PRW ,TAR RPX ,0%W %9 20 891 221w 1°RY K177 70X A7 M9R
T PRY T XOR ,ANEPD MpLnn poml KITW 930 TR 821,727 070K 9990 RIW PRd TR K7 ,09192 0ORINIT 0OTIRT
o712 1mna nxThis God's unity is absolutely unique unlike any one thing in the world...

i)First 3principles of 13 Ikkarim= Existence, Unity, Incorporeality (no attributes; indivisible; all Torah
language indicating otherwise= metaphor)

iii) Guide 1:51-There cannot be any belief in the unity of God except by admitting that He is one
simple substance, without any composition or plurality of elements: one from whatever side you view
it, and by whatever test you examine it: not divisible into two parts in any way and by any cause, nor
capable of any form of plurality either objectively or subjectively, as will be proved in this treatise.


http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/שמעון_קיירא

1:50:-Those who believe that God is One, and that He has many attributes, declare the unity with their
lips, and assume plurality in their thoughts. This is like the doctrine of the Christians, who say that He
is one and He is three, and that the three are one. Of the same character is the doctrine of those who say
that God is One, but that He has many attributes; and that He with His attributes is One, although they
deny corporeality and affirm His most absolute freedom from matter

Guide 2:37:

The Israelites heard the first and the second commandments from God, i.e., they learnt the truth of the
principles contained in these two commandments in the same manner as Moses, and not through
Moses. For these two principles, the existence of God and His Unity, can be arrived at by means of
reasoning, and whatever can be established by proof is known by the prophet in the same way as by
any other person; he has no advantage in this respect. These two principles were not known through
prophecy alone. Comp., "Thou hast been shown to know that," etc. (Deut. iv. 34). But the rest of the
commandments are of an ethical and authoritative character, and do not contain [truths] perceived by
the intellect.

iv) Kabbalistic- Menahem Recanati (1250-1310 Italy) on Exod. 20:2

NHID X792 AR P92 NPRANK APRW QTR NAWID L,2I7 TAR MO 12192 PWan X7 T 10 0D DY AR L1912 WY 05 MPO0aw D HY AR
7IWY INTA 792 MO0 WY [ R"'D] 72217 11502 77X 90 HY2 AR AT 927 NANT L1210 19921 231X M2°72 3 MR 19 P31 ,1a0Ka
7909 TR QW ,ANWRAY 127 201X NDRA 0D DOWIDN WA LT 2TV 2TV WTR 1WA 1992 YW 1aR1 Ton DR 71 IR A q10 anh PRY

ORI NARDNY PAOKRY 1.

Even though there are ten sefirot there is one who controls all of them and there is one spirit to all of
them just like the human soul is indivisible and yet controls all the limbs...some say anochi=the first;
yhvh= chokhmah and binah; elohecha=tiferet

v) Judah Hal evi (Spain (c. 1075-1141)- Kuzari- book 1

Moses to Pharaoh, when he told him: "'The God of the Hebrews sent me to thee, viz. the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For Abraham was well known to the nations, who also knew that the divine
spirit was in contact with the patriarchs, cared for them, and performed miracles for them. He did not
say: 'The God of heaven and earth," nor 'my Creator and thine sent me." In the same way God
commenced His speech to the assembled people of Israel: 'l am the God whom you worship, who has
led you out of the land of Egypt,' but He did not say: 'l am the Creator of the world and your Creator.'
Now in the same style | spoke to thee, a Prince of the Khazars, when thou didst ask me about my creed.
| answered thee as was fitting, and is fitting for the whole of Israel who knew these things, first from
personal experience, and afterwards through uninterrupted tradition, which is equal to the former.

vi) Abraham lIbn Ezra (12" C Spain, etc.)
X 2109 3 P79 MIAW XAV 12X
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Judah Halevi asked me why it refers to God as the one who took you out of Egypt and not as the
Creator. I responded that it caters to levels of sophistication “I am God” enough for the intellectual and
“who took you out” so that both sophisticated and less would understand. “Your God” you are

obligated to serve me because | liberated you and you would be my nation and | would be your Lord.

4. Image of God (tzelem)

Guide I:1-the term image, on the other hand, is applied to the natural form, | mean to the notion in virtue of
which a thing is constituted as a substance and becomes what it is. It is the true reality of the thing in so far
as the latter is that particular being. In man, that notion is that from which human apprehension derives. It is
on account of intellectual apprehension that it is said of man: "In the image of God created He him."

VS.



Meir ibn Gabbai (1480-ca. 1540) (Avodat HaQodesh 2:16 ) Gershom Scholem considered this the
finest account of kabbalistic speculation before the resurgence of kabbalah in Safed.
“man is structured according to the design of the supernal edifice, is made in the likeness of the glory,

and his structure corresponds to the structure of the supernal chariot and all its parts.”
hkrabll 7IPHYI 720M0 12 rala) 111271 11°121 , 71207 NMNTa Y ]1"737.'( 1°130 nooNY "M13 TR

5. Does God Intervene in Nature?

Nahmanides on Exod. 13:16
PP 72T 592 TRRIY TV 11°27 Awn DN P‘?ﬂ 7Ry PRY ,3‘73 7707 00 OnW N0 0°012 AT QTN 20NN 21T 0°010 m

o Hw wa yav ama px ovo1 ovow All of nature consists of miracles. There is no natural world
-=D12% AW YT T TR W wrw 7n &bo1m novn 3 Miracles teach that there is a creator God of the world

Vs

Maimonides Mishneh Torah- Foundations 8:1 J"aR@T2 @R NININGT %1572 ,DRIWY 12 MR K9-1120 7wn
TIIRIT ODY ,M2T7HA TWYR MNINT UO KUK IO UKD NIRT TRWYMW WORY L9517 12992 WI-NININT 9D by
7RI237 DY RN R RY-1Rww- The Israelites did not believe in Moses because of miracles...

-Commentary on Mishnah Avot 5:5

172 ,AWYNW T 95 072 AWY™Y 0¥Ava oW1 0°1277 NOWY NOWRIW XOR DY MR DY PO WITN NRY KD 00w
nNOMT RIM ,MPITT DONYY TORW P ,YIVT D270 RIT,TN - AW WK 1277 0w

The natural order was fixed at creation. There is no distinction between natural phenomena that are
constant and those that are very rare, i.e. the miracle.

- Guide- 11:48, pp.409-410:“everything produced in time must necessarily have a proximate cause and
so forth till finally one comes to the First Cause of all things, I mean God’s will and free choice. For
this reason all those intermediate causes are sometimes omitted in the dicta of the prophets, and an
individual act produced in time is ascribed to God...”

- 1:69- “In this way every action that occurs in Being is referred to God . . . even if it is worked by one of the
proximate efficient causes; God, considered as efficient cause, is then the remotest one”

6)Maimonides: Does Rashi’s, or Nahmanides’, or Halevi’s God EXist?
Guide of the Perplexed 1:60

“...some one has heard of the elephant, and knows that it is an animal, and wishes to know its
form and nature. A person, who is either misled or misleading, tells him it is an animal with
one leg, three wings, lives in the depth of the sea, has a transparent bodys; its face is wide like
that of a man, has the same form and shape, speaks like a man, flies sometimes in the air, and
sometimes swims like a fish. I should not say, that he described the elephant incorrectly, or
that he has an insufficient knowledge of the elephant, but I would say that the thing thus de-
scribed is an invention and fiction, and that in reality there exists nothing like it; it is a non-
existing being, called by the name of a really existing being, and like the griffin, the centaur,
and similar imaginary combinations for which simple and compound names have been bor-
rowed from real things. The present case is analogous; namely, God, praised be His name, ex-
ists, and His existence has been proved to be absolute and perfectly simple, as I shall explain.
If such a simple, absolutely existing essence were said to have attributes, as has been con-
tended, and were combined with extraneous elements, it would in no way be an existing
thing...”
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