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1) Abraham as Founder of “Judaism”- Laws of Idolatry 1:3
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After this mighty man was weaned, he began to explore and think. Though he was a child, he began to think
[incessantly] throughout the day and night, wondering: How is it possible for the sphere to continue to revolve
without having anyone controlling it? Who is causing it to revolve? Surely, it does not cause itself to revolve. He
had no teacher, nor was there anyone to inform him. Rather, he was mired in Ur Kasdim among the foolish
idolaters. His father, mother, and all the people [around him] were idol worshipers, and he would worship with
them. [However,] his heart was exploring and [gaining] understanding. Ultimately, he appreciated the way
of truth and understood the path of righteousness through his accurate comprehension. He realized that
there was one God who controlled the sphere, that He created everything, and that there is no other God
among all the other entities... Abraham was forty years old when he became aware of his Creator. When he
recognized and knew Him, he began to formulate replies to the inhabitants of Ur Kasdim and debate with them,
telling them that they were not following a proper path.He broke their idols and began to teach... When he
overcame them through the strength of his argquments, the king desired to kill him. He was [saved through]
a miracle and left for Charan. [There,] he began to call in a loud voice to all people and inform them that
there is one God in the entire world and it is proper to serve Him. He would go out and call to the people,
gathering them in city after city and country after country, untii he came to the land of Canaan -
proclaiming [God's existence the entire time] - as [Genesis

21:33] states: "And He called there in the name of the Lord, the eternal God."When the people would gather
around him and ask him about his statements, he would explain [them] to each one of them according to
their understanding, until they turned to the path of truth... composed texts about it, and taught it to Isaac,
his son.This concept proceeded and gathered strength among the descendants of Jacob and those who
collected around them, until there became a nation within the world a nation that knows God.

Vs.
2) Nahmanides:

Biblical History as Archetype “everything that happened to the fathers is an indication of what will happen to the
children.” (Commentary on Torah, Gen. 12:6, 1:77)

“for when a circumstance of one of the patriarchs occurs one can better understand from it what is decreed to
occur to his descendants.” 17 X2 AT 277 AR 112N MART DLW X212 PR K12 WK °2:(Commentary, Gen.
12:6, 1:77)

-“a book of the formation (yetzirah) regarding the creation (hidush) of the world and the formation of all that has
been formed, and all the events of the fathers that are like a formation (yetzirah) for their descendants since all their
occurrences are figurae (tziyurei) of things alluding to and informing about everything that will happen to them in
the future.” 0°727 *°% O PR 29w 1971 QYITY 777X IV AW MAIART PR X DI DR ORWI WITRA 770X 190 RITY
072 X237 TNy 90 vy e (Commentary, 1:279).
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Genesis 14. That passage culminates with Abraham's defeat of one of them, rescuing his nephew Lot who had
been taken captive, and retrieving all his possessions that had been seized. ¥29X *> M717% 0772RY YR 717 WY
QWD aNAW 93 122w ,07°2 075 199°1 O7°%Y 1°12 1712307 71021 27w Wi maTnyn nvon. Commentary, Gen. 14:1,
1:83.For Nahmanides those seemingly inconsequential events are in fact of utmost consequence in not only
presaging the ultimate political redemption of the Jews but guaranteeing it. The four kings portend the four
political empires within whose oppressive orbit Israel will be caught, climaxing in the final overthrow of Edom, the
medieval sobriquet for Rome or Christianity, whose repressive hand is the lived experience of Jews
contemporaneous with Nahmanides' own time.

VS Maimonides

its relevance is in its portrayal of Abraham as a political and moral archetype for human values in general. His
actions are a testament to the power of ideas and common beliefs as a socially cohesive force since it “gives us
knowledge of his defense of his relative because of the latter's sharing his belief.” (GP, I11:50, p.614) In addition,
Abraham's refusal of any material gain offered him as tribute for his victory is emblematic “of a striving for moral
nobility.” (Ibid)of an ethical constitution which is easily contented, eschews material gain,.

“It follows that he alone is a descendant of Abraham (zera avraham) who maintains his religion (dat or law) and
his straight way.” (MT, Kings 10:7) the implication being that Jewish heredity is a function of ethics. Consequently
ancestral claims are forged not in genetics, but in conduct that manifests notions of morality and theology “fathered”
by Abraham. Thus , while for Nahmanides Jewish history inheres in Abraham's biography physically and
metaphysically, to be played out by his biological descendants, for Maimonides Abraham's life provides a
manual on how to qualify as his ideological offspring.

4)Letter (Responsum) to Ovadiah the Convert

Ever since then whoever adopts Judaism and confesses the unity of the Divine Name, as it is prescribed in the Torah, is
counted among the disciples of Abraham our Father, peace be with him. These men are Abraham’s household, and he it is
who converted them to righteousness.

In the same way as he converted his contemporaries through his words and teaching, he converts future generations through
the testament he left to his children and household after him. Thus Abraham our Father, peace be with him, is the father of his
pious posterity who keep his ways, and the father of his disciples and of all proselytes who adopt Judaism.Therefore you shall
pray, “Our God” and “God of our fathers,” because Abraham, peace be with him, is your father.

5)Meaning of “Son”

a)Guide of Perplexed I:7- : “whoever instructs an individual in some matter and teaches him an opinion, has, as far as his
being provided with this opinion is concerned, as it were engendered that individual.”

b)Laws of Talmud Torah 1:2- nyvaw: *on °12% DN MKW ,1°12 JPRW D DY AR 2271707 23 DR 7197 2RI DM 051 22 7Y 7130
DPR°217 012 IRE™ WARIW 0°12 PP DTN TN 1R 72121710

it is a mitzvah for each and every wise man to teach all students, even though they are not his children, as
[Deuteronomy 6:7] states: "And you shall teach them to your sons..." The oral tradition explains: "Your sons,"
these are your students, for students are also called sons, as [ll Kings 2:3] states: "And the sons of the
prophets went forth."

6) Parallels to Ruth as Paradigmatic Convert
a)“I received the question of the master Obadiah, the wise and learned proselyte, may a perfect recompense be
bestowed upon him by the Lord of Israel, under whose wings he has sought cover.”

Ruth 2:12-1p33=nmn nion? nR3=w DRI o PPy ope mRbw 9ATwe Im Toys pip) e
Boaz says to Ruth- “may a perfect recompense be bestowed upon you by the Lord of Israel, under whose wings you
have sought cover.”

b)Ruth 1: 22-0mvty 1°gp nznn2 agy n°a2 w3 anin- and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.
Chag HaBikkurim
Mishneh Torah- Laws of Bikkurim 4:3


http://www.chabad.org/9970#v7
http://www.chabad.org/15908#v3
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A convert, by contrast, may bring the first fruits and make the declaration, for [Genesis 17:5] states with
regard to Abraham: "I have made you a father to a multitude of nations." Implied is that he is the father
of all those who enter under the shelter of the Divine presence.

7)What Maimonides Thinks of “Yichus” (Pedigree)
a)Letter to Ovadiah:
Do not consider your origin as inferior. While we are the descendants of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob, you derive
from Him through whose word the world was created. As is said by Isaiah: “One shall say, I am the Lord’s, and
another shall call himself by the name of Jacob” (Is. 44:5). The convert declares “I am the Lord’s” and the Israelite
“calls himself by the name of Jacob”
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b)Elijah’s Messianic Role

Mishnah-Eduyot

072 27w MW7 ROR 27P7 XYY P 8D 0k 20m- The sages say he doesn’t come to distinguish pedigree but
rather to make universal peace

Maimonides:-
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“Yichus” is to the truth and the Torah is the father to all.

8) Laws of Prohibited Sexual Relations 14:1- (Conversion)
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We inform him of the fundamentals of the faith, i.e., the unity of God and the prohibition against the worship of
false deities. We elaborate on this matter.-We inform him about some of the easy mitzvot and some of the more
severe ones. We do not elaborate on this matter

9) Circumcision

Maimonides (Guide 111:49)

According to me circumcision has another very important meaning, namely, that all people professing this opinion-
that is, those who believe in the unity of God-should have a bodily sign uniting them so that one who does not
belong to them should not be able to claim that he was one of them, while being a stranger. For he would do this in
order to profit by them or to deceive the people who profess this religion. Now a man does not perform this act
upon himself or upon a son of his unless it be in consequence of a genuine belief. For it is not like an incision in
the leg or a burn in the arm, but is a very, very hard thing.

It is also well known what degree of mutual love and mutual help exists between people who all bear the same
sign, which forms for them a sort of covenant and alliance. Circumcision is a covenant made by Abraham our
Father with a view to the belief in the unity of God. Thus everyone who is circumcised joins Abraham's covenant.
This covenant imposes the obligation to believe in the unity of God: To be a God unto thee and to thy seed after
thee. This also is a strong reason, as strong as the first, which may be adduced to account for circumcision; perhaps
it is even stronger than the first.

Vs.
Nahmanides
Nahmanides reads Gen. 17:4, Behold my covenant is with you and you shall be a father to all the nations

=“it is only after the covenant that you become a father to all the nations.”
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Praises God for his calculated timing of the circumcision command which “preceded Sarah's conception
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